Y General National Archives
D Services and

i

Administration Records Service Washington, DG 20408

July 11, 1978

Mr. James E. Ray #5477
Brushy Mountain Prison

Petros, TN 37845

Dear Mr. Ray:

This is in reply to yoiur letter of June 27, 1978, concerning records
of the Federsl Bureay of Investigation relating to Martin Luther
King, Jr.

On January 31, 1977, the United States

District Court for the District
of Columbia ordered that:

(90) days of the date of the entry of this Order,

of Investigation shall assemble at its
headquarters in Washington, D, C., all known copies of the
recorded tapes, end transcripts thereof, resulting from the
FBI's microphonic surveillance, between 1963 and 1968, of the
plaintiff's former president, Martin Luther King, Jr.; and all
known copies of the tapes, transcripts and logs resulting from
the FBI's telephons wiretapping, between 1963 and 1968, of the
plaintiff's offices in Atlanta, Georgia and New York, New York,
the home of Martin Luther King, Jr., and places of public
accomodation occupied by Martin Luther King, Jr.n

The Court further ordered:

documents to the custody of the National
Archives and Records Se

rvice, to be maintained by the Archivist
of the United States under seal for a period of fifty (50)
years."

It was also ordered that:

i "the Archivist of the United
arée necessary to the preserv

States shall take such actlons as
ation of said tapes and document s
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but shall not disclose the tapes or documents, or their contents,
except pursuant to a specific Order from a court of competent
Jurisdiction requiring disclosurs."

These records have not been made available to any researchers since they
have Leen in the custody of the National Archives. Access to the records
would require an appropriate court order. We do not know if any
resvarcher has attempted to obtain such an order.

The records are intact us received from the F.B.I. and are stored in a
stcure greg.

1 we can be of any turther assistance, please let us know.

Sinceraely,

- s Dot

CLAMRNCE F. LYONS, Ji.
Cliefl el
Judiclal and Fiscal Branch
Civil Archives Division .
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